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countries are north of the equator, the pattern is  
obvious. To avoid some misleading implications of 
the words developed and developing, many scholars 
now prefer the term Global South to refer to less afflu-
ent nations. If you hear the phrase Global South, this-
figure should help you see why it refers to developing 
or poor countries.

Global Crimes 
Increasingly, crimes are global in nature. Some schol-
ars use the world systems theory to understand 
global crime, arguing that the cause of global crime 
lies in the global economy, the inequalities between 
countries, and the competition between countries 
for resources and wealth. As a result of the capital-
ist mode of production, an unequal relationship has 
arisen between core nations (the developed, wealthy 
nations in the Global North) and peripheral nations (the 
Global South). Core nations often take unfair advan-
tage of peripheral nations. Peripheral nations, in turn, 
must find ways to survive in this global system, and 
they sometimes turn to illegal methods—such as vio-
lating global environmental standards—to achieve 
their goals (Chase-Dunn and Anderson 2006). Some 
nations, though not wealthy, have many natural 
resources and are semiperipheral nations. Benefiting 
from extensive trade, they are less vulnerable than the 
poorest nations. Figure 6.8 helps you see where some  
of these core, peripheral, and semiperipheral nations 
are located.

As you look at this figure, note that the devel-
oped or affluent countries are almost all located 
in the Northern Hemisphere. Although some poor  

FIGURE 6.8  Core, Semiperipheral, and Peripheral Countries of the World
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Source: Figure by Anna Versluis.

The U.S. “War on Drugs” has meant that the United States has 
pressured Mexico and other Global South nations to crack down 
on drug producers and traffickers. This has made drugs more 
scarce and mob-run drug trafficking a major source of crime and 
violence, negatively impacting innocent people in many nations.

©
 Tom

 Craig/Dem
otix/Corbis




